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Online

Check out trailers of “Party Down South” at:
cmt.com/show/party-down-south
/series.jhtml.

Reality TV doesn’t always live up to the
name.

That’s the sticking point for some locals
worried that a raunchy new reality series
bound for the Pensacola area will amplify the
Redneck Riviera image the area has spent
years shaking off.

CMT’s “Party Down South” follows eight young Southerners during a summer of extreme fun
involving booze and bed hopping. News that the show could be filmed in our area had local
residents abuzz and lit up social media this week.

Rolling out the welcome mat to the production company will be an economic boon and invite bigger
and better film potential to our area, Escambia County Commissioner Gene Valentino said.

“I don’t support culturally poor-taste stuff,” Valentino said. “I do support the film industry. The spirit
is to try to form the right situation in the community to manage television series production and
manage major picture production.”

Local officials and business people have confirmed Burbank, Calif.-based 495 Productions —
producers of “Jersey Shore” and other extreme reality shows — is in town signing contracts with
Pensacola Beach and downtown bars and checking out area houses and hotels this week for
filming and production sites for the second season of “Party Down South.”

“We have scouted Pensacola prior for other various projects and we have always been big fans,”
said Samantha Goldstein, a representative for the production company’s public relations firm. “The
community has always impressed us with their Southern hospitality, and we look forward to being
great partners for the town and local residents.”

She would not confirm exactly where the series would be shot or any other details.

Paul Sinor, who teaches screenwriting at University of West Florida and has been an adviser on
such films as “I Am Legend” and “Transformers,” said he has been working closely with the show’s
producers to find them places to stay and film.

“The production is going to bring around 70 crew members and executives … and they’re going to
hire 25 production assistants per day for 60 days,” he said. “They will be renting hotel rooms,
condos, rental cars, and buying food, gas and all the incidentals. They will put a lot of money into
the economy.”
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But Liz Hewson of Pensacola Beach is not convinced it’s a good thing.

It will cast young people in our area in a negative light, she said. She’s concerned after spending a
week researching the legacy the series left behind at is first filming locale: Murrells Inlet, S.C., for
Season 1.

“I do hope that everyone involved in this production at the local level — from the rental home
owner, to the businesses, to the Santa Rosa Island Authority, to the County Commission and to the
Escambia County deputy sheriffs — has taken the time to fully research the antics of the cast and
production crew of ‘Party Down South’ and what it takes to produce a reality show,” she said. “It
didn’t turn out so well for the Murrells Inlet community. I would hate to see the same thing happen
on Pensacola Beach.”

As soon as production wrapped up in Murrells Inlet last year, local officials passed a filming
ordinance to prevent future problems that cropped up with the “Party” cast and crew — fighting,
cursing, destroying property and disturbing the peace in a residential area.

“We passed it with lightning speed,” Georgetown County Councilman Jerry Oakley said. “This
ordinance is not about content. I support the first amendment. This ordinance focuses on the
activities surrounding the filming.”

The ordinance flatly prohibits permits to be issued for filming in residential neighborhoods, which
basically pulled up the welcome mat for future deals with “Party Down South,” he said.

He strongly advised local officials to consider a similar move before they give the keys to the city to
the series developers, Production 495.

The ordinance, however, does not prevent problems at bars and restaurants. Oakley said “Party”
cast and crew members were kicked out of a few establishments after customers complained
about their loud and drunken behavior.

Leon Rice, who lives next door to the upscale house in Kings Krest where the cast and crew lived
for six weeks during filming, characterized the experience as a nightmare.

“They raised sand all night long,” he said. “I’m not a prude. But they had six flood lights shining in
the yard 24/7. They were very, very inconsiderate … rude and abusive to our peace and quiet and
rights.”

When he and other neighbors asked them to tone things down on school nights so everyone could
sleep, they were met with resounding “Nos,” Rice said.

“I’d say run — don’t walk — away from these people,” he said. “If you don’t have a film ordinance,
you probably will when they leave.”

That should be a red flag for our area, Hewson said.

“If being host to the reality show ‘Party Down South’ had such a positive impact on Murrells Inlet
and its residential and tourism community, then why did the governing body of Georgetown County
not fight to have the show return, but instead adopted an ordinance that controls time, place and
manner of all film production activities,” she said.
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Some business owners are taking note.

Fred Simmons, owner of Paradise Bar & Grill and Paradise Beach Homes, pulled the plug Tuesday
on deals he was striking with the producers this week to film in his bar and rent two beach homes
after his staff researched what happened in Murrells Inlet.

“All we heard was negative, negative, negative,” he said. “We called the chamber, and they said
some of the bars benefited. But we don’t want that kind of business. I didn’t know they fought in
bars and had all this foul language. We’re just not for that. We’re very family oriented, and I can’t
have that in my bar.”

“You’re damned if you do and you’re damned if you don’t, but I think in this situation I’d rather be
damned if I don’t.”

Al Hitchcock, owner of Inlet Affairs Catering in Murrells Inlet, said he understands why some
people in his community got into an uproar over the series production.

“But for me, it was an economic boon,” he said. “I had people working 30 days, making 100 meals
a day. When you’re in business, keeping your people working is gold. And anytime Murrells Inlet is
mentioned on TV, that’s worth $10,000 in advertising. You can’t buy that.”

But as far as a big payoff in tourists pouring into the town after watching the series?

“I don’t think it will be that big,” he said.

And he is confident anyone who has visited Murrells Inlet will know the show is not based on reality
overall, though he admits there have always been young vacationers who do whoop it up late at
night, much in the same way the “Party” cast did nearly all day.

Sinor, meanwhile, says many of the locals’ fears will be put at ease when they learn the producers
are looking at a hunting lodge on 300 acres, about an hour outside of Pensacola in the middle of a
pine forest, for the main shooting area.

He could not give the exact location, but he said there are no neighbors nearby like there were in
Kings Krest.

He confirmed producers also want two houses side by side on Pensacola Beach for the production
crew.
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